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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Mosenson et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,494,391 B2). 

Mosenson et al. discloses a method of treatment of biomedical waste, the 
method comprising: (a) shredding biomedical waste to be treated using a shredder (3) 
(see fig. 1 ; see col. 5, lines 4-1 1 ); (b) depositing the shredded waste within a processing 
chamber (treatment vessel 2) containing an ozone-enriched environment (see col. 6, 
lines 19-35; col. 7, lines 13-22), wherein during the deposit of the shredded waste into 
the processing chamber the shredded waste is exposed to and mixed with the ozone 
contained within the processing chamber (see col. 6, line 49 to col. 7, line 38); (c) 
maintaining the exposure of the shredded waste to the ozone-enriched environment in 
the processing chamber for a sufficient period of time to sterilize the shredded 
biomedical waste (see col. 2, lines 48-65); and (d) upon sterilization of the shredded 
biomedical waste, removing the shredded biomedical waste now being treated waste 
from the processing chamber for further conventional packaging or disposal (see col. 7, 
lines 39-48). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-16 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art, 
alone or in combination, fails to teach or fairly suggest all of the claim limitations as 
recited in pending impendent claims 1 and 13. 

Specifically, with respect to independent claims 1 and 13, the closest prior art to 
the Applicant's claimed invention is Mosenson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,494,391 B2), 
Swisher, Jr. etal. (U.S. Patent No. 6,446,887 B1), Pearson (U.S. Patent No. 5,116,574), 
and Wilson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,578,185). 

However, with respect to claim 1 , none of the above references teach or suggest 
an apparatus for processing waste, wherein the apparatus comprises the following 
configuration: (a) a waste input container having an input opening in a top thereof and 
an output opening in a bottom thereof; (b) an input door operative to close and 
substantially seal the input opening; (c) an output door operative to close and 
substantially seal the output opening; (d) a shredder mounted under the output opening 
and operative to shred waste to a desired maximum size; (e) a processing chamber 
located under the shredder such that, when the output door is open, waste deposited in 
the waste input container passes through the output opening and through the shredder, 
and shredded waste drops into the processing chamber; (f) a sealable discharge 
opening in the processing chamber; (g) an ozone gas source connected to the 
processing chamber and operative to direct ozone gas into the processing chamber; (h) 
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an ozone indicator operative to indicate a concentration of ozone gas present in an 
atmosphere inside the processing chamber; (i) a chamber exhaust selectively operative 
to exhaust the atmosphere from the processing chamber; and (j.) a hopper exhaust 
selectively operative to exhaust the atmosphere from the waste input container. 

Therefore, independent claim 1 is allowable and claims 2-12 are allowable for the 
same reasons since they ultimately depend from and include all of the limitations of 
independent claim 1 . 

With respect to claim 13, the above mentioned prior art fails to teach or suggest a 
process the specifically includes the following steps: maintaining a selected 
concentration of ozone in an ozone rich atmosphere inside the processing chamber 
during shredding at a level sufficient to sterilize the biomedical waste, feeding waste into 
the shredder and operating the shredder to shred the waste to a desired maximum size, 
allowing shredded waste to fall through the ozone rich atmosphere inside the 
processing chamber, and keeping the waste in the processing chamber for a length of 
time sufficient to sterilize the biomedical waste at the selected concentration of ozone, 
in combination with the claimed environment. 

Therefore, claim 13 is allowable over the prior art and claims 14-16 are allowable 
for the same reasons since they ultimately depend from and include all of the limitations 
of independent claim 13. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sean E. Conley whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8414. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can be reached on 571-272-1267. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

September 30, 2008 



/Sean E Conley/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1797 



